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By Louis T. Talbot 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot: 
And thank you Mr. Announcer, and good morning my radio friends and friends of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. This is Louis T. Talbot greeting you and welcoming you to 
another broadcast of Bible study, and I do so in the wonderful name of our wonderful Lord. I 
want you please to turn your Bibles to Genesis Chapter 12 and Romans chapter 1. I just want to 
say another word to you this morning in regard to what happened at Babel and why God took His 
hands off of the nations there and formed a new nation from the loins of Abraham, in order that 
we might see why that the Word of God, from Genesis 12 right on to the coming of the Lord, has 
to do with one nation: the nation of Israel. And so please turn your Bibles please use the Genesis 
chapter 12 and Romans chapter 1.  
And now do our less than, my dear friends, in regard to God's plan of the ages. Now we 
have noted how that after the fall of man that God was pleased to pass man through barriers, 
dispensations, or trials under various conditions all ending in failure and rebellion against God, 
and thus showing to man his utter need of a savior and a ruler. You know in the New Testament 
we read, on several occasions, that in the fullness of time Christ was born. You'll finding that 
expression. Now my friends, that expression, "in the fullness of time," refers to the past ages 
during which God prepared man, and prepared the world for that coming into it of His Son. That 
is God was preparing to show a man that no matter how favorable His conditions were here on 
earth, that he cannot recover himself. And in that way, God was preparing the world for the 
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coming of His Son. And you'll remember how that each dispensation ended the same way that is 
utter failure and rebellion against God. And this failure was very pronounced at the close of the 
dispensation of human government. 
Now we were considering that two things that happened at the close of that dispensation. 
You'll remember that at the close of it that man got together and said "Let us build the city, and 
let us build a tower, and let us make a name for ourselves, and let us unify," and thus they defied 
God, and all that they did was with no thought of God in their mind at all. And you know at the 
close of that dispensation, God did two things. First, He let man go; that is He took his hands off 
of man, He let him go on his own way. Man was determined that he was going to go a certain 
way and God let him go. And mark you, in that way my dear friends, that man just did wonderful 
things in his forgetfulness of God, but everything that he did was built upon without a 
foundation. He went on to build the city of Babylon and Media Persia, and Greece and Rome. 
But I pointed out to you on farmer studies show that the day is going to come when everything 
that is not built upon the Lord, Jesus Christ, is going to be like chaff before the summer's 
threshing floor. That is what God, through Daniel put before Nebuchadnezzar; how that 
Nebuchadnezzar saw that great image that must have been magnificent, and it represented 
empires and civilizations that man had erected in his independence of God. And Daniel came in 
and gave the interpretation of it and how he said that that stone that fell from the heavens, that 
smote the image on the feet and everything became like chaff before a summer threshing floor, 
represents the time when the Lord, Jesus Christ, is going to return in glory. And when He does 
that there is going to be an end of everything that is not built upon Him. And you know that the 
nations haven't learned; they haven't learned it today even today. And so, at the Tower of Babel 
that God first of all took His hands off for the nations, and secondly that He called Abraham, and 
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Abraham was the only man in the world then that knew God, and He called him and formed 
from his loins a new nation. And God did that in order that that nation might be a testimony to 
the unity of God in the midst of all the idolatry that filled the world from Babel on. And secondly 
that that nation may be, might be the channel through which the Messiah should come. 
Now yesterday, my dear friends, we were considering these two things. First of all, why 
God took His hands off those Gentile nations after Babel. And secondly, why He called 
Abraham out of the Ur of Chaldees, and from his loins formed this new nation. My dear friends, 
as to the reason why God gave up the nations at that time, all that one has to do is to read the first 
chapter of the Epistle of Paul to the Romans. Just read it from the verse 17 on to the end of the 
chapter. We just touched on it yesterday, and I think, my dear friends, that I will just spend a 
little of our time this morning looking at some of the verses in that first chapter of Romans that 
we did not have the time to look at again. Let me tell you is not a very, very bright picture. 
Indeed, it speaks of degeneracy and perversion of the worst kind. And this will explain to you 
why it is that there are millions of people in the world today who do not know the Lord, Jesus 
Christ. That is, I mean, the heathen nations. I do not know how many times people have written 
asking me about India, and about Africa, and about Asia. You know that in India, they have they 
have great philosophers there, but you find in India three hundred millions of idols, and you find 
them worshiping monkeys, and worshipping the peacock, and what have you. And people ask 
how is it that people came into a state that degeneracy and spiritual darkness the way that they 
are there? And you'll find the same thing in Africa, and the same thing in Asia, and my dear 
friends, the first chapter of the book of Romans just explains that the whole thing because it goes 
back to Babel. And what the apostle Paul is talking about here in the first chapter of Romans is 
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just this: there's harking back to something that began at Babel and has continued right up to this 
time.  
You know that in the first chapter of Romans and verse 24, I want you to look at verse 
24, where the apostle Paul gives the first of three statements that are very, very much alike. That 
is he says that God gave them up. He gave them up. Look at verse 24 of Romans chapter 1: 
"wherefore God gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts to dishonor 
their own bodies between themselves." In other words my dear friends, this is just an accountable 
of perversion, and you know that the police tell us that that kind of immorality is on the increase 
with the passing of the days, but it had its beginnings back there in Babel. You can understand, 
my dear friends, why God gave up with conditions of that kind. Then look at verse 26, you'll find 
for this cause God gave them up to vile affections. God gave them up to vile affections. When 
did He do that? It was when He took His hands off of the nations that that formulated against 
God at Babel. And my dear friends, God has continued just to let them go on because their 
posterity continued by their own choice to follow in the ways of their forefathers at Babel. God 
gave them up to vile affections that he is referring to, it's a description of something that is 
beyond our comprehension; really beyond our imagination. But it's something, my dear friends, 
is that the police know everything about and you'll find that it is in their investigation, and you'll 
find that men and women were both affected there. Some of these things you can't read to a 
public audience at all, but the word of God has been very, very frank. My dear friends, when it 
says that God let men go, when God took His hands off of them, He gives the reason as to why 
He did it.  
And then in verse 28, look at verse 28, "and even as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, that God gave them over to a reprobate mind to do things which are unseemly," 
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that is unnatural. And then there is the statement following verse 28 that is terrific indeed; "Being 
filled with all unrighteousness." Think of men, my dear friends, being filled with all 
unrighteousness. That is their minds, and their hearts, and their bodies. Not one thought of things 
that are Holy, and things that are righteous. They were just filled with all unrighteousness, and 
fornication, and wickedness, and murder, and deceit, and lust, and so on, and so on, and so on. 
But my friends, what a list and what a cesspool of iniquity the nations must have fallen into at 
the time of Babel, when God let them alone. And you know that following, you have the 
determination of the people back then not have God in their knowledge. And you know, my dear 
friends, that in verse 21-32 of that first chapter of Romans, the apostle Paul is showing how that 
conduct of that kind, that is, how conduct is affected when men turn away from God. The 
unspeakable things described there in the first chapter Romans were characteristic of the nations 
at Babel when they turned away from God and when they refused to have God in their 
knowledge. And my dear friends, that that kind of thinking and conduct came through the ages of 
the Old Testament all through the Gentile nations, and it came to full fruition later on in a greater 
degree in the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar, and then under Media Persia, and then 
under Greece. You know that Greece had a great philosophy, great Greece had a great, great 
culture. They were great philosophers, some of the greatest philosophers that this world has ever 
seen were living during the empire of Greece, and yet all these characteristic features, as far as 
their morals were concerned, were just the same and what they described here. I want you to 
notice, my dear friends, that turning away from God and closing off the human heart to all things 
that pertain to God certainly effects conduct. 
And then in verses 21-23 you have the downward course of all the nations in five steps. If 
you want to know just why they heathen got to the place where they are today, my dear friends, 
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here it is set before you. It isn't that God willed it, but that they chose this for themselves and in 
verse 21-23, look at verse 21-23 of the first chapter of Romans, and you'll find man going down, 
that is his course being a downward one, and He takes five steps. First of all in verse 21 Paul 
says, "When they knew God," you know that before the Tower of Babel, that is before that 
dispensation came to a close, my dear friends, they knew God; they knew Him. They knew Him 
through Noah. Noah that dispensation, and no doubt after Noah's life had terminated that what he 
had taught the people in regard to God was passed on, but the time came, my dear friends, when 
men refused to listen to it. And so we read then at verse 21 of the first chapter of Romans, "when 
they knew God that they glorified Him not as God." There are thousands of people, my dear 
friends, in Los Angeles or are in that box that is in that spiritual state. How many young people 
there are who have had godly parents; godly fathers and godly mothers? Women, the mothers 
that have breathed into their minds the breath of God, and yet the time came when they got tired 
of all that, and they refused to have it in their knowledge. And my dear friends, then they drift 
into all sorts of things. There are thousands of people that are described in that verse 21, that is 
folks in Los Angeles, who know that there is a personal God and yet they never glorify Him as 
God. "When they knew God," says Paul in verse 21, "they glorified Him not as God." That is 
that there's a lot of folks that believe that there is a--that is they give mental assent that there is a 
God because their fathers the mothers have taught them so to do. But yet, they scarcely give Him 
a thought.  
And then in that verse 21, Paul goes onto another step, "neither were they thankful." And 
my, my. But what a thankless age that we're living in. Look at the average prayer meeting today. 
Why, in our country approximately 78 million of the 175 millions of people never knock on the 
door of a church. There has been some kind of a resurgence about church going in recent days, 
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but it's a very, very small proportion. Just a drop in the bucket as compared with the great 
numbers that never go. And my dear friends, in a few weeks we're going up Thanksgiving Day. 
That day that was set apart by the founders of our nation for the giving of thanks. But we have 
time that made the airplane into a feasting day; into a day of gluttony. You know that we're 
following the thousands of people of today in the way of these folks at Babel.  
The next thing the Apostle Paul says in that verse 21 is "that they became vain in their 
imaginations." That is and they became vain in their reasoning, and you know that Babylon, and 
Media Persia, and Greece, and Rome, and especially Rome gave herself to that. Why Rome in a 
glory mystified the world with philosophy. She produced gigantic thinkers and reason-ers, but 
look at what happened to the civilization. And see, likewise today we have giants in the realm of 
intellect, and my dear friends, how few of them really know God. They ridicule, many of them, 
the Christ of the Bible and the atoning work that He accomplished on Calvary, and only one 
result could follow such a course is this; and it was true even in the days that the apostle Paul, 
and it's true today. I want you to look at that verse 21, "when they became vain in their 
reasoning, then their foolish heart was darkened, and professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools." I want you to note that was darken, my dear friends, implying that the human 
heart was not dark in the beginning. It once knew God, but it was darkened because of sin. And 
then in verse 23 you'll find that all this led to idolatry. And Paul says "and they changed the glory 
of the incorruptible God into an image liken unto corruptible man, and to birds and to four footed 
beasts and creeping things. And my dear friends, all over the heathen world today you'll find 
them worshipping everything that crawls, and flies, and swims, and walks. 
I went into India and by the river Ganges, and I saw in the river thousands, hundreds of 
thousands, of people that were washing their bodies. It was all ceremonial, trying to get rid of 
Talbot: Plan of the Ages: Genesis 12 & Romans 1 
Page 8 of 11 
 
sin; and right by the banks of the river Ganges, there was a great big temple, and I asked a person 
what that temple was, he told me that was the temple of the monkey god. And I asked whether I 
could go in there and he told me that I could and so Dr. Bauman and I went in, and there we saw 
a great big image of a man. That is the image from the feet to the neck; it was a human image, 
but there was no ahead on it. That is, not a human head. What was on it was the head of a great 
big monkey. And there were dozens, and hundreds in fact, that were prostrate on the ground, 
were worshipping that monkey. And my dear friends, everywhere you go in the heathen world 
you'll find that. And the apostle Paul is telling us how it began. That is when they turn on God 
and when they refuse to have God in their knowledge, their foolish heart was darkened. But you 
know, my dear friends, that man is naturally religious. He has to worship something. And 
consequently in that verse 23 we read that they in their hearts became darkened, and they became 
idolatrous, and they changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image likened unto 
corruptible man, and to birds, and to four footed beasts, and the creeping things. Let me tell you, 
my dear friends, that this is not evolution. We hear a great deal about the evolutionary upward 
trend of man, but I don't see any evolution here, my dear friends, it is a record of the downward 
course. A fallen man. How in the world can man evolve when he turns his back on God? How 
can a man go upward, my dear friends, when he goes downward? These things are true of 
millions of people, my dear friends, in America today just simply because they turn their back on 
God.  
Now all that, my dear friends, began way down there in Babel. That dispensation of 
human government began with all to worship and then ended with serpent worship. It began with 
a godly man by the name of Noah and when he came out after the flood and his feet stood on that 
dry ground after the waters subsided, the first thing that he did was to build an altar. And the 
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altar had placed upon it lambs and other things that portrayed that coming into this world of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ. But the dispensation ended without an altar. It ended with all this things, and 
my dear friends, that God took his hands off. He let him go; he said if you want to go that way, 
then go that way. I'd hate, my dear friends, to think that God Almighty is taking His hands off 
me. But listen, my friends, when you come to the 12th chapter of the book of Genesis you find 
that in the midst of all that idolatrous libbing, all of that moral degeneracy, and that terrible 
cesspool of unrighteousness, there was one man there. There was one man. And that is, he was 
down there in the Ur of Chaldees, and his name was Abraham, and we do not know how he got 
any knowledge of the true God at all. There was no record of it. But I guess that he heard 
something about what Noah taught, and it had come down to him, and I guess it came down to 
him through many ridiculing the very thing. It may be that some folks said well, do you know 
what that Old Man Noah did at the beginning of this dispensation? Why he believed this, and he 
believed God.  And it may have been told to Abraham in ,ridicule but Abraham's heart opened to 
it, and you'll find, my dear friends, that down there in the Ur of Chaldees, and let me tell you that 
that was a cesspool of unrighteousness. But there was a man, my dear friends, and he did not 
know very much. He did not have any great faith. But he did know a little, and what light came 
across his pathway, he accepted, and his heart went out to it.  
Let me tell you, my dear friends that any man who gets a little bit of light, God will give 
him more light and God was looking all over that world for a man. And He saw one. And that 
was a little light right in the midst of all of that heathen darkness. And you know what God did, 
my dear friends? That God's heart went out to him, and God revealed himself to that man, as 
God will reveal Himself to every man who wants to know the truth. And my dear friends, I want 
to the read with me--my time is almost up, but I want you to read with me--verses 1 and 2 of the 
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first chapter Genesis. Turn your bibles now to the twelfth chapter Genesis and we read this: 
"Now the Lord had said undo Abram, get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred and from 
thy father's house, onto a land that I will show thee, and I will make of thee a great nation, that 
this nation now is the nation of Israel." And through that nation the Christ of God was going to 
come, and God here said to Abraham, "And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee: And make thy name great, and thou shalt be a blessing, and I will bless them that bless thee 
and curse him that curses thee, and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed." I 
want you to note, my dear friends, that God said to Abraham: I will, I will, I will, I will. Now, 
this is Grace. This is Grace. This is God telling this man who dared to believe in what he was 
going to do. My dear friends, let me tell you that there is no way estimating the great things that 
God will do with you, my dear friends, if you only believe. And God didn't say to Abraham, 
"Now I'm going to do this, if you do that." God met Abraham on the ground of grace, and when 
Abraham stood there and listened to God saying these things that seem to be absolutely 
impossible of any realization, that God was going to make him a great nation, I want you to see 
what Abraham did.  
Look at verse 7, let your eyes go down to verse 7, "and the Lord appeared unto Abram 
and said unto thy seed will I give this land, and there built he an altar unto the Lord, who 
appeared unto him. My friends, Abraham knew that God was not going to do this on the ground 
of anything that was in him, and therefore he did what Noah did: he built an altar, and he offered 
on that altar a lamb and he knew that everything that God was going to do for him was on the 
basis of that lamb. And Jesus said "Abraham saw my day, and he was glad." 
Well my time is up. Thank you for listening, and goodbye, and God abundantly bless you 
all. 
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Announcer: 
You have just listened to Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Chancellor of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles. The half century old Christian Training Center of the West earnestly covets your 
continued prayerful support for its worldwide ministry. Listen each day Monday through Friday 
for a verse by verse study of the Bible. 
 
